
History at Rodillian ‘Bridging Work’ for A-Level 

The Basics: 

What do we study at Rodillian for A-Level? 

You will learn three topics on lessons: 

1. The Early Tudors 1485-1558 

 

2. Russia 1894-1941 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Civil Rights in the USA 1865-1992 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You then also have a coursework project where you can choose (almost) any ques�on or topic you want! 

What exam board do we follow? 

The Exam Board is OCR. For more informa�on on specifica�ons and what 
the papers look like follow this link: AS and A Level – History A – H105, H505 – 
OCR  

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/history-a-h105-h505-from-2015/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/history-a-h105-h505-from-2015/


Things to watch that could help give you some context….  

A few things you may want to watch to introduce you to the topics. Pick and choose whichever you 
want to work through. 

Early Tudors 
 
Some good documentaries 
 

- Six Wives with Lucy Worsley (BBC): BBC iPlayer - Six Wives with Lucy Worsley 
- England's Forgoten Queen: The Life and Death of Lady Jane Grey (Youtube/BBC): 

o England's Forgoten Queen The Life and Death of Lady Jane Grey Episode 1 
(youtube.com) 

o  England's Forgoten Queen The Life and Death of Lady Jane Grey Episode 2 
(youtube.com) 

o England's Forgoten Queen: The Life and Death of Lady Jane Grey - Episode 3 
(BBC) (youtube.com) 

 
And some TV and films to watch 
 

- The Tudors (Channel 4)- Although warning, it is a 15 and can get a bit fruity at points… 
Watch The Tudors | Stream free on Channel 4 

- Wolf Hall (BBC)- BBC iPlayer - Wolf Hall 
 
 
Russia 
 
Some good documentaries  
 
-History’s Biggest Fibs: The Russian Revolu�on (BBC)- BBC iPlayer - Royal History’s Biggest Fibs with 
Lucy Worsley - Series 2: 3. The Russian Revolu�on 
- Stalin and the Man of Steel (Youtube/BBC)- BBC 1941, Stalin and the Man of Steel (youtube.com) 
 
And some TV and films to watch 

- Anastasia (1997- Disney+) 
- Death of Stalin (Ne�lix) 

 
Civil Rights 
 
Some good documentaries 

- Amend: The Fight for America (Youtube/Ne�lix): Amend: The Fight for America | Episode 
1 | Ne�lix (youtube.com) 

- Ken Burns: The West (Youtube/Ne�lix): Ken Burns - The West. Ep. 02: Empire Upon The 
Trails (1806 - 1848) (youtube.com) 

 
And some TV and films to watch (There are almost too many to list but some lesser known 
ones…) 

- Mrs. America (2020- Disney+) 
- The Butler (2013) 
- Judas and the Black Messiah (2021) 
- Till (2022) 
- Killers of the Flower Moon (2024- Apple TV) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0854cjm/six-wives-with-lucy-worsley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIPfLeh2bYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIPfLeh2bYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HL7Bxw0_1Mw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HL7Bxw0_1Mw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yK2-aKcU3iw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yK2-aKcU3iw
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-tudors
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p02gfy02/wolf-hall
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000pjt8/royal-historys-biggest-fibs-with-lucy-worsley-series-2-3-the-russian-revolution
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000pjt8/royal-historys-biggest-fibs-with-lucy-worsley-series-2-3-the-russian-revolution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_pQLI9Vo58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-E4TUQ4THIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-E4TUQ4THIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-jfXuNP4Kc&list=PLzhvDx259MDLZwvzx8J8wtpw8L8YryE6x
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-jfXuNP4Kc&list=PLzhvDx259MDLZwvzx8J8wtpw8L8YryE6x


Things to listen to that could help give you some context….  

A few things you may want to listen to introduce you to the topics. Pick and choose whichever you 
want to work through. 

Early Tudors 
 
Some podcasts and radio series to listen to… 

- Henry VII - Not Just the Tudors | Acast 
- The Rest Is History: The Six Wives of Henry VIII on Apple Podcasts 
- History Extra podcast: The tragedy of Lady Jane Grey on Apple Podcasts 
- The History of England | Podcast on Spo�fy 

 
Russia 
 
Some podcasts and radio series to listen to… 

- History Extra podcast: The Russian revolu�on: everything you wanted to know on Apple 
Podcasts 

- The Life and Death of Vladimir Lenin - Dan Snow's History Hit | Acast 
- Real Dictators - Joseph Stalin Part 1: The Young Bank Robber - BBC Sounds 

 
Civil Rights 
 
Some podcasts and radio series to listen to… 

- BBC Radio 4 - You're Dead to Me, Madam C.J. Walker 
- Dan Snow's History Hit: The Civil Rights Movement on Apple Podcasts 
- BBC Sounds - The New Deal - A Story For Our Times - Available Episodes 
- Na�ve Americans: a new history - History Extra podcast | Podcast on Spo�fy 

 
  

https://shows.acast.com/not-just-the-tudors/episodes/henry-vii
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-six-wives-of-henry-viii/id1537788786?i=1000528555129
https://podcasts.apple.com/tn/podcast/the-tragedy-of-lady-jane-grey/id256580326?i=1000399382070
https://open.spotify.com/show/1ma6cw6eHoBHCf3CjyTYju
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-russian-revolution-everything-you-wanted-to-know/id256580326?i=1000497643775
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-russian-revolution-everything-you-wanted-to-know/id256580326?i=1000497643775
https://shows.acast.com/dansnowshistoryhit/episodes/the-life-and-death-of-vladimir-lenin
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0gkcf90
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001vzkq
https://podcasts.apple.com/ie/podcast/the-civil-rights-movement/id1042631089?i=1000489423284
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/series/m000n710
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5nzhWSkMIf16CPEJo5drsh


Things to read that could help give you some context …  

A few things you may want to watch to introduce you to the topics. Pick and choose whichever you 
want to work through. 

Early Tudors 
 
Some good articles to read 
 

- Henry VII: Your Guide to The First Tudor King Of England | HistoryExtra 
- Henry VIII: Life & Rule of the Famous Tudor King, plus 5 surprising facts | HistoryExtra 
- Edward VI | Why The Tudor Boy King Had The Makings Of A Monster | HistoryExtra 
- The Myth of 'Bloody Mary' | Mary I, England's First Tudor Queen | Smithsonian 

(smithsonianmag.com) 
And good history books 

- A Visitor's Companion to Tudor England, (2015), Suzzane Lipscombe 
- The best textbook: OCR A Level History: England 1485–1603: Amazon.co.uk: Fellows, 

Nicholas, Dicken, Mary: 9781471836695: Books 
 
Russia 
 
Some good articles to read 

- Raspu�n, The 'Mad Monk' Who Became A Friend To The Romanovs | HistoryExtra 
- Lenin: His Myth, Legacy And Lust For Power | HistoryExtra 
- The death of Lenin, a century on: the long a�erlife of Russia’s pre-emiment revolu�onary | 

HistoryExtra 
- Holodomor: A Brief History Of Stalin's Famine In Soviet Ukraine | HistoryExtra 

 
And good history books 

- A Short History of Russia: How to Understand the World's Most Complex Na�on (2022), 
Mark Galeo� 

- The best Txtbook: OCR A Level History: Russia 1894-1941: Amazon.co.uk: Holland, 
Andrew: 9781510416550: Books 

 
Civil Rights 
 
Some good articles to read 

- Who Were The Key Figures Of The Civil Rights Movement? | HistoryExtra 
- The Founda�ons of Black Power | Na�onal Museum of African American History and 

Culture (si.edu) 
- Labor Movement - America, Reform & Timeline | HISTORY 

 
And good history books 

- The Three Mothers: How the Mothers of Mar�n Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, and James 
Baldwin Shaped a Na�on, (2021)- Anna Malaika Tubbs 

- The best Textbook: Access to History: Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992 for OCR Second 
Edi�on : Fellows, Nicholas, Wells, Mike: Amazon.co.uk: Books 

 
 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/henry-vii-king-tudors-who-profile-life-facts-children-wife/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/king-henry-viii-facts-wives-spouse-execution-weight-reformation-cromwell/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/edward-vi-forgotten-tudor-king-henry-son-legacy-death-when-how-did-he-die/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/myth-bloody-mary-englands-first-queen-180974221/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/myth-bloody-mary-englands-first-queen-180974221/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Level-History-England-1485-1603/dp/147183669X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2I6F5U6CU19IQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.-iNpqcSsFcDZ1rjLO841IfzWZrMC2sZadLIsHn3aqGXlQlQoykns1bSztCY1pVt4ZoZeJ1-FqLfyFi7H7ixLbWrxVUP1HIXua6Z92lted_mdGPWuVza1-McaMJrP46WIMuSiHOfDY6hh1x3aYoJtHDY_tujgA4sXjoyFC6apGzDOG2nWwWKlPeJbjwNhWS5EhG6rsKQTGDiXQJa4keK5pwi11eztV77k4MaASXCOitY.-_-J2S1SsXmcNDgxQbfMW05YSA4D6K2oKGLmiuXx6yU&dib_tag=se&keywords=ocr+Tudors+textbook&qid=1719493836&s=books&sprefix=ocr+tudors+textbook%2Cstripbooks%2C100&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Level-History-England-1485-1603/dp/147183669X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2I6F5U6CU19IQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.-iNpqcSsFcDZ1rjLO841IfzWZrMC2sZadLIsHn3aqGXlQlQoykns1bSztCY1pVt4ZoZeJ1-FqLfyFi7H7ixLbWrxVUP1HIXua6Z92lted_mdGPWuVza1-McaMJrP46WIMuSiHOfDY6hh1x3aYoJtHDY_tujgA4sXjoyFC6apGzDOG2nWwWKlPeJbjwNhWS5EhG6rsKQTGDiXQJa4keK5pwi11eztV77k4MaASXCOitY.-_-J2S1SsXmcNDgxQbfMW05YSA4D6K2oKGLmiuXx6yU&dib_tag=se&keywords=ocr+Tudors+textbook&qid=1719493836&s=books&sprefix=ocr+tudors+textbook%2Cstripbooks%2C100&sr=1-1
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/rasputin-who-mad-monk-russian-royal-family-imperial-tsarina-alexandra/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/vladimir-lenin-who-power-rise-how-russian-revolution/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/lenin-death-funeral-embalming-mausoleum/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/lenin-death-funeral-embalming-mausoleum/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/holodomor-soviet-ukraine-history-facts-deaths-genocide-cause/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Level-History-Russia-1894-1941/dp/1510416552/ref=sr_1_6?crid=25RVQ6800U5ZD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.p64-TyhLaWb75bbHiTblHSJll_TJm1N2UPxBISdWWLBExifURYNGeoWUGdSGvGNPmnr25hU1K0RMh2Wa3UJvPaWczxw7xMqSmZXFRc5YzegeStukJGPuMzjx0v_y8n3a7xwPLQyNc1zV2ww7HkJZgCs3ino4y0VRNX0IocYUCdpdgNbdfX35obtigZrbyUU3Kk5H_hAu37W3havA7xEiE2oh2W3o59Ov50SR2x_C6Rs.fCrC74lIOO801VOjrr2B11Kkj0JHbVrrlKgzLgL59zg&dib_tag=se&keywords=ocr+Russia+textbook&qid=1719493796&s=books&sprefix=ocr+russia+textbook%2Cstripbooks%2C107&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Level-History-Russia-1894-1941/dp/1510416552/ref=sr_1_6?crid=25RVQ6800U5ZD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.p64-TyhLaWb75bbHiTblHSJll_TJm1N2UPxBISdWWLBExifURYNGeoWUGdSGvGNPmnr25hU1K0RMh2Wa3UJvPaWczxw7xMqSmZXFRc5YzegeStukJGPuMzjx0v_y8n3a7xwPLQyNc1zV2ww7HkJZgCs3ino4y0VRNX0IocYUCdpdgNbdfX35obtigZrbyUU3Kk5H_hAu37W3havA7xEiE2oh2W3o59Ov50SR2x_C6Rs.fCrC74lIOO801VOjrr2B11Kkj0JHbVrrlKgzLgL59zg&dib_tag=se&keywords=ocr+Russia+textbook&qid=1719493796&s=books&sprefix=ocr+russia+textbook%2Cstripbooks%2C107&sr=1-6
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/key-figures-of-the-civil-rights-movement/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/foundations-black-power
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/foundations-black-power
https://www.history.com/topics/19th-century/labor
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-Rights-1865-1992-Second/dp/1510457933/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NTGZ1K6SDSV8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.AsyFV6wzRj65by6IYmgrJ_RuCzEdocT__dllyfPBs8lqwz4XRYaCiE7PUa0DtnwTsp0vtgOAaPIbuZI7JQ1ugTZfdZb3FTAafrl11iqgr4QQajHBJxZpMkp-a7VYgO7PjXGYMm9c7JKBzc4z1gRrExb66lLl_wBhbfb4_7F8gpe67yBHr29No9HPuPJyz63g.IyJtaHJPE-HB_47dc4CQMJZXlXL0WOEOTMYcP9CuHjg&dib_tag=se&keywords=ocr+civil+rights+textbook&qid=1719493774&s=books&sprefix=ocr+civil+rights+textbook%2Cstripbooks%2C118&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-Rights-1865-1992-Second/dp/1510457933/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NTGZ1K6SDSV8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.AsyFV6wzRj65by6IYmgrJ_RuCzEdocT__dllyfPBs8lqwz4XRYaCiE7PUa0DtnwTsp0vtgOAaPIbuZI7JQ1ugTZfdZb3FTAafrl11iqgr4QQajHBJxZpMkp-a7VYgO7PjXGYMm9c7JKBzc4z1gRrExb66lLl_wBhbfb4_7F8gpe67yBHr29No9HPuPJyz63g.IyJtaHJPE-HB_47dc4CQMJZXlXL0WOEOTMYcP9CuHjg&dib_tag=se&keywords=ocr+civil+rights+textbook&qid=1719493774&s=books&sprefix=ocr+civil+rights+textbook%2Cstripbooks%2C118&sr=1-1

