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Introduction

Over the course of studying A-Level politics for two 
years you will learn several different topics

The first topic that you will learn about is Democracy



Democracy Task 1

The debatearound 16 year-olds having the vote is 
becoming a key theme on the debate of improving 
democracy in the UK in 2018.

Read the source and complete the following tasks that 
lead on from the source.



Democracy Task 1
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What do you know about British politics?-
Task 2

Use Internet research to answer the following questions:

1. How many MPs sit in the House of Commons?
2. What is the job of an MP?
3. How many MPs do the following parties have in the House of Commons: Conservatives, Labour, Liberal Democrats, 
Scottish National Party (SNP), Plaid Cymru, Green Party, Sinn Fein, Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP), 
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP)?
4. Sinn Fein do not take their seats in the House of Commons. Why?
5. Who is the Leader of the Opposition? What is their name? What is their role?
6. What majority does the Conservative Party currently have in the House of Commons?
7. Who is the current Speaker of the House of Commons?
8. What is the job of the Speaker?
9. Who currently hold the positions of: Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Foreign Secretary, Home 
Secretary?
10.What do the roles of Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Foreign Secretary, Home Secretary 
involve?



Political Ideologies - Task 3

As part of your study of politicsyou will look at a number of political 
ideologies (theories and ideas about how the world works)...

Task 5 – Watch the short video for each ideology and identify the key ideas, philosophers/thinkers and 
criticisms/challenges of each of them – finally try to think of at least one policy (a law implemented by a government in the 
UK) that is based on the values of each ideology. Set this out in a table like the one below...

1. Conservatism - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khzQ8iOuwgI

2. Liberalism - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KO8OxfFiVv8

3. Socialism - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_TTYd6yIYI

SocialismLiberalismConservatism

Key Ideas

Philosophers/Thinkers

Criticisms/Challenges

Policies in the UK


